
Index of APG learning lunch items discussed 

Mar 2024 

Article Slide 
number 

Gabapentinoids position statement (SY ICB) 7 

Methotrexate Shared Care Protocol - an Update 6 

Medicines Safety  Alerts – Valproate, Salbutamol nebules shortage and other alerts 11-13 

Respiratory Formulary Chapter - Updated 8-9 

Spacers and Children – Mask or Mouthpiece (CYP Alliance) 10 

Traffic Light Drugs – new additions 5 

 

February 2024 

Article Slide 
number 

Depression in adults - treatment and management protocol 8 

DOACs: NHS England Commissioning recommendations for national procurement for 
Direct-acting Oral Anticoagulant(s) (DOACs)  

9 

Medicines safety – Valproate, GLP-1 RAs and other national alerts 10-11 

Recombinant Human Growth Hormone: Shared Care Protocol – The Treatment of Children 
with Recombinant Growth Hormone  

7 

SMBG: Sheffield prescribing guidance in the self-monitoring of blood glucose (SMBG) for 
adults, children and young people 

6 

 

December 2023 

Article Slide 
number 

CKD: Guideline to support Primary Care with management of Chronic Kidney Disease 
(CKD) in Adults 

9 

E-cigarette use or vaping: reminder to remain vigilant for suspected adverse reactions and 
safety concerns and report them to the Yellow Card scheme 

10 

Dapagliflozin▼& Empagliflozin▼ in Heart Failure with Reduced Ejection Fraction (HFrEF) 
in patients with and without Diabetes Mellitus. Guidance for Primary Care 

7-8 

Efmody® (Hydrocortisone MR) Shared Care Protocol across South Yorkshire ICB 6 

Isotretinoin (Roaccutane▼) - National Safety alert 10 

Ozempic▼(semaglutide) and Saxenda (liraglutide): vigilance required due to potentially 
harmful falsified products 

10 

https://syics.co.uk/application/files/3217/0549/1503/SYICB_Position_Statement_on_the_Prescribing_of_Gabapentinoids_V1.0.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Shared%20Care%20protocols/Methotrexate_SCP.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Sheffield%20Formulary/Current%20Formulary%20Chapters/3_Respiratory.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/Children_CYP_spacers.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/Depression_adults.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/commissioning-recommendations-for-national-procurement-for-doacs/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/commissioning-recommendations-for-national-procurement-for-doacs/
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Shared%20Care%20protocols/Human_Growth_Hormone_in_Children.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Shared%20Care%20protocols/Human_Growth_Hormone_in_Children.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/SMBG_Prescribing_guidance.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/SMBG_Prescribing_guidance.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/CKD_Guideline.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/CKD_Guideline.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/e-cigarette-use-or-vaping-reminder-to-remain-vigilant-for-suspected-adverse-reactions-and-safety-concerns-and-report-them-to-the-yellow-card-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/e-cigarette-use-or-vaping-reminder-to-remain-vigilant-for-suspected-adverse-reactions-and-safety-concerns-and-report-them-to-the-yellow-card-scheme
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/Dapagliflozin_HFrEF.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/Dapagliflozin_HFrEF.pdf
https://syics.co.uk/application/files/8617/0055/9928/Efmody_SCP_V1.0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/isotretinoin-roaccutanev-introduction-of-new-safety-measures-including-additional-oversight-of-the-initiation-of-treatment-for-patients-under-18-years-of-age
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/ozempicv-semaglutide-and-saxenda-liraglutide-vigilance-required-due-to-potentially-harmful-falsified-products
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/ozempicv-semaglutide-and-saxenda-liraglutide-vigilance-required-due-to-potentially-harmful-falsified-products


Pink Card Guidance & Resources: available on the CCG Intranet under Prescribing 
Guidelines > Palliative Care. 

11 

Traffic Light Drugs – new additions 5 

Unlicensed Medicines – Links to advice and resources on slide 12 

Valproate: organisations to prepare for new regulatory measures for oversight of 
prescribing to new patients and existing female patients 

10 

 

November 2023 

Article Slide 
number 

ADHD medication, national shortage additional information 11 

Alimemazine solution, preferred brand Itzenal® 10 

Antimicrobial resistance - World Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) Awareness Week 2023 17 

Cardiovascular system – formulary chapter reviewed 7-8 

Insupen insulin pen needles, formulary updated 9 

 Medicines safety - Annual #MedSafetyWeek 2023 12 

PrescQIPP resource guide 16 

Riluzole – advice on supplies in the community 11 

Self-care guidance for SY ICB 6 

SPS updates 13-14 

Traffic Light Drugs – new additions 5 

 

October 2023 

Article Slide 
number 

ADHD Medication and shortages - CAS alert 14-15 

Apixaban and reduction in price of generic 13 

Bath emollients and additives update - Chapter 13:Skin and Abbreviated Emollient Guide 9 

Central Nervous System Chapter 6: Full review 6-7 

Fire hazard warning: Emollients – document updated  11 

Fluoroquinolone antibiotics 
Reminder of the risk of disabling and potentially long-lasting or irreversible side effects 

12 

Generalised Anxiety Guideline (GAD) Prescribing Guideline update 8 

Methotrexate: advise patients to take precautions in the sun to avoid photosensitivity 
reactions 

12 

Specials guideline – minor updates 10 

SPS updates 16 

Statins: very infrequent reports of myasthenia gravis 12 

 

September 2023 

Article Slide 
number 

Adrenaline auto-injectors (AAIs): new guidance and resources for safe use 10 

https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/medicines-prescribing/prescribing-guidelines.htm
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103240
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103240
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/medicines-prescribing/medicines-supply-issues.htm
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Sheffield%20Formulary/Current%20Formulary%20Chapters/2_Cardiovascular.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Sheffield%20Formulary/Current%20Formulary%20Chapters/6_Endocrine.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prescqipp.info%2Fumbraco%2Fsurface%2Fauthorisedmediasurface%2Findex%3Furl%3D%252fmedia%252f6831%252fprescqipp-resource-guide-october-2023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Practice%20resources%20and%20PGDs/Meds%20Supply%20Issues/Riluzole.pdf
https://syics.co.uk/application/files/5016/9693/1311/SY_ICB_Self_Care_Guidance_V1.0.pdf
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103238
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/medicines-prescribing/sheffield-formulary-original.htm
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Sheffield%20Formulary/Current%20Formulary%20Chapters/4_Central_nervous_system.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Practice%20resources%20and%20PGDs/Medicines%20Safety/Fire%20hazard%20with%20paraffin%20emollients.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/fluoroquinolone-antibiotics-reminder-of-the-risk-of-disabling-and-potentially-long-lasting-or-irreversible-side-effects
https://www.sheffieldccgportal.co.uk/clinical-guidance/generalised-anxiety-disorder-gad---adults
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/methotrexate-advise-patients-to-take-precautions-in-the-sun-to-avoid-photosensitivity-reactions
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/methotrexate-advise-patients-to-take-precautions-in-the-sun-to-avoid-photosensitivity-reactions
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/prescribing%20guidelines/Guidance_on_prescribing_specials.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/statins-very-infrequent-reports-of-myasthenia-gravis
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/adrenaline-auto-injectors-aais-new-guidance-and-resources-for-safe-use


Anticoagulation for Stroke Prevention in Non-Valvular Atrial Fibrillation: Sheffield joint 
primary and secondary care guidance (SPAF guideline) v3 

11-15 

Bisphosphonates. Chapter 6: Prescribing of Oral Bisphosphonates. Risedronate 35mg 
tablets are now first line choice  

6 

Febuxostat: MHRA Advice : May 2023 updates 9 

Help with medicines – Patient information leaflet 18 

Hyoscine hydrobromide patches (Scopoderm 1.5mg Patch or Scopoderm TTS Patch): risk 
of anticholinergic side effects, including hyperthermia 

10 

Levothyroxine containing products: Biotin interference with laboratory tests – Important 
Safety Information. 

10 

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs): potential risks following prolonged use 
after 20 weeks of pregnancy 

10 

Topical testosterone. Shared Care Protocol (SCP) Update: Topical Testosterone 
Replacement Therapy in Menopausal Women 

8 

Vacuum pumps. Chapter 7: Prescribing of vacuum pumps and constrictor rings: 7 

SPS updates 10 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

  

   

https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/febuxostat-updated-advice-for-the-treatment-of-patients-with-a-history-of-major-cardiovascular-disease
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/hyoscine-hydrobromide-patches-scopoderm-1-dot-5mg-patch-or-scopoderm-tts-patch-risk-of-anticholinergic-side-effects-including-hyperthermia
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/hyoscine-hydrobromide-patches-scopoderm-1-dot-5mg-patch-or-scopoderm-tts-patch-risk-of-anticholinergic-side-effects-including-hyperthermia
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64998b7b831311001329636a/Levothyroxine_Letter.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64998b7b831311001329636a/Levothyroxine_Letter.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-nsaids-potential-risks-following-prolonged-use-after-20-weeks-of-pregnancy
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-drugs-nsaids-potential-risks-following-prolonged-use-after-20-weeks-of-pregnancy
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Sheffield%20Formulary/Current%20Formulary%20Chapters/7_Obs_and_gynae_and_urinary_tract_disorders.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Sheffield%20Formulary/Current%20Formulary%20Chapters/7_Obs_and_gynae_and_urinary_tract_disorders.pdf
https://www.intranet.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Sheffield%20Formulary/Current%20Formulary%20Chapters/7_Obs_and_gynae_and_urinary_tract_disorders.pdf

